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"The gilding of the Indian summer  

mellowed the pastures far and wide.  
The russet woods stood ripe to be stripped, 

but were yet full of leaf. 
The purple of heath-bloom, faded but not withered, 

tinged the hills... 
Fieldhead gardens bore the seal of gentle decay; ... its time of 

flowers and even of fruit was over. 
 

~ Charlotte Brontë 
 
 



Thanks for the Welcome! 
 
  

 
Patty and I are delighted to be a part of the St. Markôs family for the next ten months.  This 

relationship with St. Markôs is not a totally new one for me.  As some of you know, my late 

mother, Muriel Farris was a member of St. Markôs and for many years an elder of the 

congregation.  My sister Marion and brother Michael were also associated with the church.  

By the time my mother moved here, I had already left home and was studying in Virginia 

and then in England so I was only rarely in the church, however.  Mom moved from 

Toronto to Guelph in her later years to be near my sister and her family.  As I mentioned in 

a recent sermon, Mom died in late 2015.  To the end, she maintained a great fondness for 

this congregation and, although, her health had suffered greatly, sometimes was able to 

speak of her time in this church. 

 

Over the years, Patty and I have lived in a variety of locations but have now settled in 

Etobicoke.  We had retired from positions in BC and friends in that lovely province asked us, 

ñWhy are you thinking of moving away from BC?ò  We usually answered with one word, 

ñGrandchildren.ò  It is a gift of grace that in addition to being close to family, we have had 

the opportunity to be part of the St. Markôs family. 

 

My chief responsibilities will center around preaching and the Sunday morning services, 

together with some pastoral care, as needed.  In addition, I will be leading two Bible studies 

one in the Autumn and one after Christmas.  The Autumn Bible Study will be called, 

ñAdvice for a Good Church:  Paulôs Letter to the Philippians.ò  We often tend to concentrate 

on the troubles and problems in the church.  But the church in Philippi was a healthy church 

which had reached out to help Paul in a time of trouble.  Certainly, they had their problems 

and challenges but at core theirs was a loving and healthy church.  My first impression is 

that this is also the case with St. Markôs Church.  Perhaps, then, we will be able to learn 

something from this letter to another loving church.  I hope to see you at the Bible Study! 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 
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TEACHING 
Many years ago when I first came to St. Markôs, the 

Christian Education Committee was ably led by a 

remarkable woman named Isobel Bradbury. I think 

of her often throughout every season of the church 

year and remember her words of encouragement 

and her faithful example. It was under her guidance 

that our committee wrote the following mission 

statement: The Christian Education Committee of 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church will endeavour to 

provide opportunities so that persons at each stage 

of their lives may know God’s love, as it is revealed 

in Jesus Christ, grow in their understanding of the 

Christian faith, and serve in love through the 

worship, education, work and fellowship of the 

church. These words continue to inspire and 

contain our vision at St. Markôs. 

 

HELP WANTED 
 

What a blessing when God places children in front 

of us on Sundays! What a sacred and exciting 

chance to learn together! 

 

WE have classrooms; We have curriculum materials; 

WE have craft and art supplies; WE have 

experienced teachers who are able to lead and 

support at every stage; WE have knowledgeable 

staff who can offer training and, with God as your 

helper, YOU can indeed help. 

 

In short, what we need are peopleðpeople who 

care about our kids and are willing to give a few 

hours of their time. Are YOU willing to share your 

God-given gifts? 

 

No experience is necessary. Itôs a task that will take 

several of us working together. Be a part of Sunday 

School this year, and you just might find that you 

can make a difference in the life of a child and work  

 

to build a promising future for our Christian 

community. 

 

You see it does not matter if you are seventeen or 

seventy, kids are not hung up by age. Maybe you 

have wondered if you are cool enough or young 

enough for the kids to relate to you. Perhaps you are 

not sure if you are old enough or wise enough to be 

able to teach children. If you have a desire to teach 

children about God, you are well on the way to 

becoming an effective Sunday School teacher.  

With prayer, a little practice, some mentoring by an 

experienced teacher within the curriculum 

framework, you can achieve your goal and 

experience the strength that comes from service. 

 

Choose your role as either a teacher or a member of 

the Christian Education Committee.  For the latter, 

you would attend planning meetings and offer 

practical and organizational support not only for our 

teachers but for our many activities and special 

events such as the Advent Breakfast, Christmas 

Pageant, and the Womenôs Gatherings at Advent 

and Lent. Thank you for taking time to pray over 

this opportunity. 

 

Submitted by: 

Jennifer O’Farrell 

Christian Education Programs 
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My Summer 

Adventure 
 
Hi! My name is Meghan 

McClurg, Iôm 14 years 

old, and my grandmother 

is a member of the 

church.  
 
This summer, Iôve been doing lots of fun travelling! 

An organization called Experiences Canada ran 4 

youth forums throughout the spring on different topics 

affecting my generation (the environment, Canadaôs 

place in the world, immigration and diversity, and 

human rights) in 4 different Canadian cities 

(Vancouver, Montreal, Halifax, and Winnipeg).  

To attend these forums, you had to answer the 

question, ñWhat is Canadaôs Greatest Problem Facing 

Your Generation?ò in whatever way you wanted to 

and they chose about 40 people to attend each forum.  
 
I wrote an essay about youth and technology and I 

was not chosen for the first 4 forums, I was chosen for 

the biggest forum in Ottawa with 150 kids discussing 

all topics I previously mentioned. It was a 10 day trip 

from June 24 to July 3. This trip was one of the best 

experiences of my life. On June 26, the National 

Youth Forum was held. In attendance was the 

Governor General, David Johnston, National Chief of 

First Nations, Perry Bellegarde, and many other 

dignitaries. All 150 of us, had the opportunity to go up 

on stage and present what we want Canada to look 

like over the next 150 years.  
 
Other activities throughout the trip were visiting some 

of the national museums, being a docent at the art 

gallery, attending the Governor General Performing 

Arts Awards, touring the Aga Khan Foundation 

Headquarters, and volunteering at the Picnic on the 

Bridge across Alexandria Bridge. On Canada Day, we 

were performing in the noon show for Prince Charles 

and Camilla. We were on Parliament Hill the whole 

day (until about 2 am actually) and it really was a 

truly incredible experience.  
 
At the end of July, I embarked on my second 

adventure, the Girl Guides of Canada nationally 

sponsored trip to IGGnite 2017 in Ireland. Thirty other 

girls and I from across Canada went to Ireland for two 

weeks. We toured Dublin for three days, where we 

saw all the typical tourist spots like Trinity College, 

Kilmainham Gaol, and Malahide Castle, before taking 

a road trip to Cashel, Tipperary for IGGnite, an 

International camp with over 1500 girls from 11 

different countries. At camp, we met so many new 

friends from so many different countries. Every group 

of international girls were paired with a group of Irish 

girls. The activities we did included kayaking, a visit 

to an eco village, survival skills, and learning about 

global development and environmental sustainability. 

That was another experience where I donôt think Iôll 

ever experience something again just like that.  
 
Now that Iôm home from my trips and getting back 

into my normal routine, Iôm awaiting my next 

adventure: the next school year! 
 

~ Meghan M
c
Clurg 

 
Well done Meghan! Thank you for sharing your 

wonderful adventures with St. Mark’s. We do look 

forward to hearing of your many adventures  

to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URGENT REQUESTéé. 

USHERING AT ST. MARKôS 
As previously reported, all monthly Ushering 

Teams are short of staff. 

 

Without several ushers filling in these vacancies we 

will be in a very difficult position to complete 

Sunday collection and banking.  Please consider 

serving on one of our monthly teams.   

 

Should you need further information, please contact 

the acting Ushering Convenor below or call the 

office Administrator Veronica Horner. 

 

With thanks, 

Brian Parkes, Acting Convenor 

St. Mark'’ Ushering Committee 
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BC Fire Update 

Caribou Presbyterian Church 
 

Hello friends. It has been hard for me to keep up 

with posting and I've been grateful that Jon has 

filled in. This has been a really hard week for our 

community. Last Saturday the winds picked up and 

moved in a new direction - directly towards our 

village. By mid afternoon the Incident Commander 

of our fire camp made the decision to evacuate 

camp. By 4 pm the sky was dark - red and black and 

everything was eerily still due to the heavy smoke 

that hung over us. We moved quickly to load up all 

we could and head 63 km down the road to where a 

new camp was being set up for us. We had planned 

to move there the next day, but had to jump the gun. 

As I pulled out of the village, I looked at the 

familiar places - our school, the ball field and 

campground, the store that has just been reopened, 

my friend's home and hunting business. I knew that 

as I drove away, I was leaving behind not only a 

place I have grown to love, but also many people 

who are friends and neighbours who had chosen to 

stay in their homes despite the evacuation order 11 

days earlier. I wept as I drove up out of the valley 

without being able to warn them that the camp was 

evacuating and no longer in their midst. I struggled 

with feeling like I was abandoning them though I 

knew they had each made their own choice. 

 

Why do people stay when fire is close at hand? 

Something that not even most of the firefighters 

realize is that in communities like ours, our houses 

are more than just where we live. Many of the 

people there have built their homes over years of 

work by their own hands. They have cut down the 

trees and milled the lumber, constructing their 

homes themselves. For some these homes have 

raised children and grandchildren and livestock for 

decades. Most of the homes are not insured and 

there will be nothing to start over with when this is 

all over. Insurance companies will not insure homes 

in places like Nazko, and those that do charge rates 

that are unaffordable for our people. So when a fire 

takes a house, it takes a family's whole life, lifestyle 

and often their livelihood too.  

 

On Saturday night, we felt like we were 

experiencing an apocalypse. It wasn't until later on 

Sunday and Monday that we learned that one family 

had lost their home and ranch; another lost their 

ranch; another resort survived, but lost their horses; 

another family believes that their home survived but 

they lost all their outbuildings; and others have lost 

property and cabins. We still don't know the whole 

toll. The fire moved from 12 km from our village to 

3 km in one night. What was left on those places 

that were destroyed is unrecognizable. The fire was 

so hot and intense and winds so strong that it bent 

over trees, burned through and left trees blackened 

and bent in its path. The land is now crippled and 

broken. 

 

Nazko people are fiercely independent and self-

sufficient and it is devastating to be knocked down 

like this.  

 

The fire continues to rage. Last week this fire was 

logged at 54,000 hectares. By yesterday it was 

182,000. Some seasoned firefighters told me they 

have never seen fire like we saw last weekend. It is 

a monster. One was marveling at how it has so far 

seemed to go around the village. I believe that is 

due to the power of prayer of so many across our 

church and elsewhere. The fire is only 1 km from 

the village of Lhoosk'uz today and 3 km from our 

community of Ndazkoh. Please continue to pray. It 

can make all the difference.  

 

We do not post this on public pages as we don't 

want it shared all over the internet to have respect 

for those grieving in our community, but you are 

welcome to share it with your churches.  

 

We have a long way ahead,  

Shannon Bell-Wyminga 
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Letters of Thanks 

June 27, 2017 

Dear Friends: 

 

On behalf of Street Health, I would like to thank St. 

Markôs Presbyterian Church for your support.  

($500.00 Capital Fund) With your donation Street 

Health is providing vital healthcare for individuals 

who are homeless and under-housed.  The 

continuing lack of affordable housing, compounded 

by the closing of shelters, makes our services in 

greater demand than ever before. 
 
Earlier this year, Street health conducted our bi-

annual client satisfaction survey which had 

participation from more than 200 clients.  Over 89% 

of clients reported they were able to access Street 

Healthôs services when they needed them.  Also 80% 

indicated that the support they received helped them 

to deal with their challenges.  The feedback from 

this survey is being used to guide our services and 

ensure we are doing the very best we can with every 

donation received. 
 
Again, many thanks for your support. 

 

Kapri Rabin, Executive Director 

Street Health 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4, 2017 

Dear Friends: 

 

Once again this year, I am writing to thank St. 

Markôs congregation for the most generous 

donation of $500.00 (Session Capital Fund) to 

Community Share Food Bank.  We are 

overwhelmed by your kindness. 
 
Since I last wrote to you, we have continued to 

serve many who are new to Canada as well as those 

who just need a hand up to meet the demands of 

living in an expensive city such as Toronto.  We are 

happy to welcome them all but couldnôt do so 

without the support of our volunteers and donors 

such as you. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers and for 

your generosity of spirit as we do our best to help 

our neighbours in need. 
 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy Boyd, Vice Chair 

Community Share Food Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

July 5, 2017 

Dear Friends: 

 

Thank you for your ongoing and generous support 

of ARISE Ministry.  You have supported us and 

journeyed with us from the beginning as we help 

individuals involved in the sex trade reclaim their 

lives.  We are so very grateful for your prayers, 

donations and friendship.  Thank you for embracing 

us as an extension of your ministry and welcoming 

with love and hospitality those who we serve. 
 
Your generosity supports our ongoing ministry of 

hope and empowerment to those involved in and 

seeking to exit the sex-trade. 
 
Thank you for your kindness, generosity, and 

friendship, as we spread Godôs hope, love and 

kindness to those on the streets.  Together, hope 

lives here. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support, I look 

forward to continuing to share our stories of hope 

with you! 

 

With Deep Gratitude, 

Rev. Deb Rapport, Executive Director 

647-208-0401 

ariseministry.toronto@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
/6. 

mailto:ariseministry.toronto@gmail.com


 

 

 

Sadly, we announced the death of Walter Palmer 

at Sunnybrook Hospital in the early hours of 

Thursday morning, September 21
st
 after a brief 

illness. 

 

We extend our sincere condolences to his family: 

Walter Jr. (Valerie) Granddaughter Sharon 

Mobbs (Jim) and great granddaughters Ashley 

and Emily. 

 

Memorial arrangements are: 

 

Saturday, October 28
th

 at 11:00am at St. Markôs.  

Our officiants will be Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 

and Rev. Dr. Harris Athanasiadis 

 

A reception will take place following the service 

in the John Knox Hall. 

 

Further details will be posted in the bulletin 

announcement sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Kidsô Zone   
Friday, October 6, 2017 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

 

Intergenerational Pumpkin Carving 
Sunday, October 29, 2017 

Following worship 

Sponsored by the Christian Education Committee 

 

Holly Bazaar & Lunch 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 

 

Cupid's Lunch 2018 will not be going ahead.  

Watch the Bulletin for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Telephone Directory 
 

Preparations are underway to produce an 

updated congregational telephone directory. 
 

In an effort to keep church records current, 

please make sure to inform the office of any 

change in address, postal code, telephone 

numbers, (e-mail addresses for office use), 

additions to family members etc.  Itôs 

important that the office have correct contact 

information.  Deadline will be  November 30
th

. 
 
Watch for further details.  Thank you! 
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St. Mark’s Holly Bazaar & Lunch 

Saturday, November 18, 2017 

11:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.  
 

We are now accepting completed crafts for the bazaar and good quality, clean attic treasures, 

CDôs, soft covered books, puzzles, DVDôs, childrenôs books, and toys.  
 

All items, excluding baking, will be priced on Monday, November 13 at 10:00am.   

Please note:  Attic treasures should not be brought after Friday morning, November 10.  

 

RAFFLE TICKETS for our raffle items will be available in the John Knox Hall starting Sunday 

October 29 and Sundays, November 5, 12 at $3.00 each, 2/$5.00 or 5/$10. 
 

BAKING & PRESERVES should be brought to the church on Friday, November 17 between 

7pm and 9pm or by 9:00am Saturday morning, November 18. 
 

SANDWICHES & TEA ROOM BAKED GOODS should be brought to the church on Friday, 

November 17 between 7pm and 9pm or by 9:00am Saturday, November 18. 
 

SET-UP OF LUNCHROOM Thursday, November 16 at 7:00pm 
 

SET-UP OF CRAFTS & BAKING Friday, November 17 at 6:45pm 
 

CONTACTS: 
Sewing/Knitting Mary M

c
Caffrey/Anne M

c
Pherson 

Crafts Louise Folks 

Books Andrew & Margaret Wong 

Attic Treasures Bill M
c
Gowan 

Baking Glenna Finch 

Lunch Room Diane Kingston/Merle Morrison 

Raffle Lois Kerr 
 

We would like to thank our donors for: Oil Painting, 2 Bottles Wine, 

Whittamores Special Basket - to date, these are our raffle items for 2017. 
 
HELP NEEDED ï Pricing day, all items (13 Nov.) Lunchroom set-up (16 Nov.) Attic 

Treasure set-up (17 Nov.) take-down/clean-up 2pm (18 Nov.) Good quality china and 

crystal, clean silverware, costume jewellery.  Items not suitable will be discarded.  Please 

and thank you!   
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KIDS’ KLIPS 
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